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Happy new year!  I hope you all had a well-deserved, peaceful, and restorative holiday break. As we
turn the calendar to 2023, it’s natural to think about what the future holds.  For higher education, I’m
sure there will be an increasing focus on AI, with all of its power and challenges.
 
You may have read about the open AI ChatGPT (generative pre-trained transformer) that produces
natural-sounding text in response to a prompt. As described in a recent article in the Chronicle, this
technology has major implications for higher education (also see this helpful resource). We are planning
a session at SU’s Teaching & Learning Conference on 2/17 to discuss ChatGPT and its implications for
higher ed.
 
Appreciations and Good News to Share

As a result of the institutional restructuring announced last semester, please join me in welcoming
staff in Enrollment Management, Admissions, the Center for Student Achievement, Financial Aid,
and Orientation, Transition & Family Programs to the Division of Academic Affairs. We welcome
the opportunity to work even more closely with these important colleagues.
It was wonderful to celebrate our graduates at the December Commencement exercises. Many thanks
to head marshals Lisa Marquette, Amber Meyer, Shawn McEntee, Yaping Jing, and Aaron
Johnson and heartfelt thanks to Kim Meyer who led our Commencement planning for the last time.
Throughout the 36 ceremonies she planned during her 11 years in this role, Kim’s focus was always
on making the ceremony as special as possible for our graduates and their families. Kim’s knowledge
about academic ceremonies, attention to detail, student-focus, and ability to anticipate nearly every
situation were critical to the success of our commencement exercises. Kim hasn’t left us! She’s taken

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chronicle.com%2Farticle%2Fai-and-the-future-of-undergraduate-writing&data=05%7C01%7CJKCLARK%40salisbury.edu%7C719e5bac7b104f5f49a508daed07c5ae%7C2472f1faf24f421badd7b01c4b49be07%7C0%7C0%7C638082915057595313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=phP1pU01zli9jrfdkN4XoDiaEl8XEfpogiCX8lI7MBI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1V1drRG1XlWTBrEwgGqd-cCySUB12JrcoamB5i16-Ezw%2Fedit%23heading%3Dh.16pdb57uv4m0&data=05%7C01%7CJKCLARK%40salisbury.edu%7C719e5bac7b104f5f49a508daed07c5ae%7C2472f1faf24f421badd7b01c4b49be07%7C0%7C0%7C638082915057595313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2waHCVH4bHcL%2FoCmiYJEXteISlQqVtg7m2khAabGmNM%3D&reserved=0
/academic-offices/liberal-arts/philosophy/reach.aspx


selected and we look forward to supporting the program on an ongoing basis—it is heartening to see
the level of passion our faculty have for tackling the “tough questions” in classrooms across our
campus.

 
Training and Other Development Opportunities 

January is GenEduary! Over 90 faculty and staff have registered to participate in the GenEduary
event this Friday; I am so excited to see the products of the collaborative work planned for that day.
Also, huge thank you to the folks already elbows deep in Gen Ed revisions and offering their insights
and support as we navigate this process. Interested in tracking where we are with proposal
submissions? Check out the proposal dashboard on the General Education Oversight Committee
website.  
All SU Faculty and Staff (Assistant Director-level and above) are encouraged to apply for the Spring
2023 Professional Development Grants

/administration/academic-affairs/cafe/gen-ed-faculty-development-session.aspx
/administration/academic-affairs/general-edu-oversight-committee/
/administration/advancement-and-external-affairs/university-foundation/forms.aspx
/administration/academic-affairs/graduate-studies-and-research/ourca/research-funding/usara.aspx
/administration/academic-affairs/graduate-studies-and-research/graduate-studies/rap.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FYSdXwbCtcq&data=05%7C01%7CJKCLARK%40salisbury.edu%7C719e5bac7b104f5f49a508daed07c5ae%7C2472f1faf24f421badd7b01c4b49be07%7C0%7C0%7C638082915057595313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sjypEZJueegz%2F2EqHoukidRWZwHKfTn5jZocvr9cRNA%3D&reserved=0
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5/15/23 Round 2 Promotions notifications from President 
5/24 – 5/25  May 2023 Commencement Ceremonies  
6/19/23 Juneteenth Holiday – Campus Closed 
8/31/23 Spring ’23 Sabbatical approval/non-approval notification from President 
Fall 2024  New Gen Ed begins  
FY25  SU Centennial  

2020-2025 Strategic Plan ends  
Middle States visit (likely in the spring)  
Carnegie Community-Engaged Campus Re-Application  

 
 
 
Karen L. Olmstead, Ph.D.
Provost and Senior VP for Academic Affairs
Salisbury University
www.salisbury.edu
Voice 410-548-3374
 
Please note, I send emails when I can. Please do not feel obligated to respond outside of your normal working hours.
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